Biennial Delegate Conference 2005
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The T&G's Biennial Delegate Conference (BDC) was held from 11th to 15th July 2005 at the Winter Gardens in Blackpool. This presents a brief outline of the daily progress of business over the course of the week. 

Monday
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The opening day of the T&G's 41st BDC featured the opening address from Jimmy Kelly, chair of the union as well as debates on manufacturing, food and agriculture and energy. 
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The afternoon featured a special rally designed to highlight the direction of the union including a keynote speech by general secretary Tony Woodley, an address by Gordon Brown and presentations by Andy Stern from the SEIU and T&G deputy general secretary Jack Dromey. The afternoon concluded with a tribute to former T&G general secretary Jack Jones. 

Tuesday
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The second day featured a full day of debate covering subjects including public ownership, the Bolkenstein directive as well as a key address from deputy general secretary Jack Dromey on the organising strategy. 

Other debates encompassed the national minimum wage, employment law in Jersey as well as a broad debate on equalities issues covering bargaining for equality and equality for disabled people. 

Wednesday
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Wednesday morning started with the debate on asylum rights and migrant workers and also covered strategies for combating racism before Tony Woodley addressed conference on the Strategy for Growth with particular reference to mergers and the potential for the creation of a super union with the proposed merger of the T&G, amicus and the GMB. 

Further debates covered developments in the services sector including public sector pay and pensions, the increasing importance of the voluntary sector and a debate on the construction sector. The conference also heard from Ian McCartney, Labour Party chair and saw a tribute to Ron Todd. Another highlight was the presentation of the Frank Cousins Peace Award to Tony Benn. 

Thursday

[image: image6.jpg]


The conference heard from Tony Woodley and delegates on the subject of pensions including the call for a day of action and also saw debate on the transport sector looking at health and safety, the 4Ps campaign and drivers hours. 
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The afternoon session included a special address by Aidee Moreno from the Colombian agricultural workers federation Fensuagro as well as a debate on international affairs and the war in Iraq. 

Friday

The final day of the conference included the debate on health and safety which covered the importance of roving reps, in addition the conference heard debate on the transport sector, the Scottish Parliament and the 2012 Olympic Games before the general secretary's and chair's closing remarks. 

