Planners appointed by the government have backed a proposal by Ken Livingstone to double the number of low-cost homes built in London annually.

After a seven-week public examination of the mayor's draft London plan earlier this year, the planners will report today that a target for making half of all new homes affordable can be justified because of the pressing need.  

The Housebuilders' Federation, representing the big builders, will respond by accusing Mr Livingstone of introducing what they call a "land development tax" by making them meet the affordable target, saying it could make marginal brownfield or former industrial land uneconomic to develop, and lead to fewer homes overall being built.  

The London plan, regarded as the most important document produced by the mayor since his election three years ago, called for radical measures to cope with an estimated 10% expansion of the capital over the next 15 years to house 700,000 more people.  

With many people on average incomes unable to either get a mortgage or find
suitable rented accommodation, the plan says that 10,000 affordable homes
annually are needed between 2004 and 2016 - threequarters social homes for
renting, and the remainder low-cost private properties, where ownership could be shared with a lender. Currently between 4,000 and 6,000 affordable homes are built annually.  

The biggest developments are likely to be on brownfield sites in east London, with 242,000 homes targeted by 2016. This week the deputy prime minister John Prescott and the transport secretary Alistair Darling will add further momentum to the Livingstone plan by confirming a plan to extend the Docklands light railway to Barking in Essex, at a cost of almost £200 million. This will open up a site for thousands of homes.
