!!Notting Hill Carnival 2003!!

Would you like to help support Caribbean and Fairtrade bananas at 

Europe's biggest - and best - street event?  

Banana Link has a float at Notting Hill Carnival on August Bank Holiday weekend and is looking for people to help out on the day and also in the build up to Carnival.  

We are looking for people who would like to wear a costume or t-shirt 

and hand out leaflets and bananas. You can take part on either Sunday 24th 

and/or Monday 25th. Carnival is a lot of fun and a great way to get the

message out to up to 2 million people.

In the build up to Carnival, we're looking for people to help make 

Costumes in West London, Brighton or Norwich and to help out with the logistics including press work from mid-July.

Banana Link works with a community group in London and a sound system

(Positive) from Brighton to make the float an eyecatching piece.

Why Caribbean and Fairtrade bananas?

Caribbean bananas are usually grown on small, family farms.  Caribbean

bananas aren't able to compete directly with Latin American bananas 

from large plantations that rely on cheap labour. More than half the banana

farmers in the Windward Islands have lost their livelihoods since 1993 

when a trade war principally between the United States and the European 

Union began. Consumer loyalty to Caribbean bananas can help ensure the 

Survival of banana farming, crucial of many Caribbean economies.

Windward Island Fairtrade-labelled bananas were launched at Notting 

Hill Carnival 2000,Europe's biggest street event. Fairtrade bananas from 

other countries are also available in the UK.  The Fairtrade system 

guarantees a minimum price is paid to producers, plus a premium which farmers decide themselves how to spend on projects in the community or to improve their production practices for example.  Most major supermarkets now sell Fairtrade labelled bananas, and there is now a source for small shops.

To get involved, contact Liz at:

Banana Link

38-40 Exchange Street

Norwich

NR2 1AX, Britain

Tel:  (44) 1603 765670  

Fax:  (44) 1603 761645

Email: blink@gn.apc.org, or check out the website at: http://www.bananalink.org.uk
