Overcrowded homes crisis hits London 
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Severe overcrowding in London's homes has increased by almost 50%, according to a new study which reveals the extent of the capital's housing crisis. 

Analysis of the latest census figures by the Association of London Government also shows that for the first time, cramped conditions are more prevalent in council and housing association homes than privately rented accommodation. 

Studies from previous census data has shown that overcrowding had been falling since it was first recorded in the early 1960s. But this new study shows that, for the first time, overcrowding is rising sharply. 

It found that households in severely overcrowded homes in London increased from 38,000 in 1991 to 61,000 by 2001. 

Researchers calculated that almost half a million children in the London live in overcrowded conditions. And they suggest a connection between increased outbreaks of tuberculosis and overcrowded housing. 

The report found that of the 15 London boroughs with above average overcrowding, all but three had above average tuberculosis rates. 

Homes are judged to be overcrowded when there is more than one person in a household for every room (excluding bathrooms). They are judged severely overcrowded when the rate is more than 1.5 people per room. 

The study predicts that the problem will continue to get worse because the supply of new affordable housing is too low and too small. 

It said: "Most of the new supply in London is of dwellings of two rooms or less, whereas most overcrowded households need three rooms or more." 

Black and minority ethnic groups are far more likely to experience the problem, according to the study. It found that Bangladeshi households are five times more likely than white British households to live in overcrowded conditions. 

The study also identified the top ten most overcrowded wards in London. It comprised six wards in Tower Hamlets, three in Newham and one in Ealing. Top of the list was Green Street East in Newham where 21% of households were overcrowded. Second was Spitalfields and Banglatown in Tower Hamlets. 

