120,000 children will be homeless this Christmas 
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A record 127,992 children in England will wake up homeless on Christmas Day, according to new government figures highlighted today by housing charity Shelter. 

The number of homeless children who will wake up in temporary accommodation over the festive season has reached 83,962 in London alone, according to figures published this week by the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister. 

Adam Sampson, director of Shelter, lit up alternative Christmas lights today as part of the charity's campaign to persuade government to commit to building an extra 20,000 social rented homes a year to help lift thousands of children out of homelessness and bad housing. 

There are more than one million children live in housing unfit for human habitation, which impacts on their health, education and future prospects, according to Shelter's own research. 

The charity was disappointed earlier this month when the chancellor, Gordon Brown, failed to stipulate details of his commitment to extra social housing in his formal response to the Bank of England economist Kate Barker's review of housing supply. 

Though Mr Brown announced plans to boost house building by an extra 50, 000 a year until 2016, he failed to outline how much of this additional housing would be in the socially rented sector. 

In her report, Ms Barker recommended the building of an extra 23,000 units of social housing a year on top of the 10,000 additional homes promised each year by government in its last spending review. 

The charity has called for tougher targets to end the blight of overcrowding, which sees many children forced to sleep in lounges, dining rooms or kitchens, according to research published by the charity last month. 

The lack of privacy places stress on family relationships, with 71% of those surveyed saying their current living conditions were damaging their children's education and development. Depression and anxiety were also reported as a result of cramped accommodation. Black and minority ethnic families were twice as likely to be severely overcrowded. 

Mr Samson reiterated the charity's call for an additional 20,000 homes on top of the Barker recommendation and the additional housing already earmarked by government each year. 

"It's shocking that, in the 21st century, there are thousands of children in Britain waking up homeless on Christmas Day," he said. 

"Living in temporary accommodation robs children of security, health and a fair chance in life. 

"The government has said that building more social rented housing is a priority. For these children it can't come soon enough. 

"Shelter aims to get a pledge from government to end bad housing for the next generation of children and to commit to building more council and housing association homes."

