London Cleaners Demand 'Living Wage'
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ANGRY cleaners staged a noisy demonstration in the heart of the City of London yesterday to demand a living wage from their wealthy employers. 

Scores of banner-waving workers, chanting Low Pay, No Way, marched along Fleet Street before holding a rally to highlight their low wages and lack of sick pay and pensions. 

General union T&G, which organised the demonstration, said that City companies could easily afford to pay the cleaners a "living wage" of £6.70 an hour. 

The T&G estimates that there are around 3,000 cleaners in the City, most of whom receive no sick pay or pension, get no more than the legal minimum holidays and are paid less than the London living wage. 

According to the T&G, most cleaners work over 50 hours a week, often in different jobs and the massive profits made by the City's banks and corporations are being creamed off by those at the top while cleaners barely scrape by. 

T&G general secretary Tony Woodley told the cleaners that people working for City companies often earned more in bonuses than the cleaners would in their entire lives. 

"We want justice for people who keep these buildings running - cleaners toiling for a pittance to make these places fit to work in," he said. 

"Just a tiny slice of profits made in this square mile could make a huge difference to cleaners." 

Mr Woodley said that workers are being "exploited" and he pledged that the T&G will be stepping up its campaign on behalf of cleaners across Britain. 

"Look at the business news and you can see that the City is cleaning up. Now it is time to clean up the City," he added. 

Most of the cleaners did not want to be identified, but one said: "We get no sick pay, so we live in fear of how much even one day's illness can cost us. 

"We are struggling to make ends meet, but we have had enough, which is why we are protesting today." 

St Paul's Catholic church priest Paul Nicholson, who supports the cleaners' campaign, added: "London's communities are no longer prepared to pay the true cost of poverty pay while the big banks and corporations of the capital make vast profits. 

"KPMG made profits of over £300 million in 2005, but still do not pay their cleaners sick pay. It's a scandal. 

"The faith, community and union groups of London citizens call on all major corporations in London to implement our ethical contracting charter." 

