T&G Executive Backs Plans For New union 

22 Nov 2006 

The Transport and General Workers Union Executive today unanimously backed plans to create a new union based on a merger with Amicus. 

The new union – yet to be named – will have nearly two million members and be a powerful force in industries ranging from civil aviation to motors, construction to the voluntary sector, road transport to printing and public services to finance. 

The amicus executive has already backed the proposals, which will now go to a T&G conference before Christmas. If approved there, the members of both unions will ballot on the merger early in the New Year. The expectation is that the new union will be launched on May 1 2007. 

The vote by the T&G General Executive Council follows a long and detailed consultation on how the New Union should be structured and run, involving thousands of T&G members throughout Britain and Ireland. 

T&G general secretary Tony Woodley said today (Wednesday): 

“This is an historic vote for a transformed industrial future. The new union will be a powerhouse throughout the economy with a major industrial, political and campaigning voice. 

“A bigger stronger union will translate into real gains for working people on terms and conditions and will make employers sit up and listen. It will also be a powerful platform for organising, taking trade unionism to the millions who need it but are outside our movement, particularly the young. 

“This new union will mark the real birth of twenty-first century trade unionism and will carry forward the great traditions of which the T&G was the standard-bearer in the twentieth.” 

