Metropolitan Seeks Partner For Marriage

Inside Housing: 8 September 2006

Metropolitan Housing Partnership is scouting around for another housing association to merge with before its chief executive retires at the end of next year. 

Tony Shoults, chief executive of Metropolitan, said the group was exploring the idea of a merger with a number of potential partners. 

Hyde Housing Group is understood to be among the candidates. 

Metropolitan also announced this week that it is taking over the supported housing arm of Threshold Housing Group. 

L&Q Group is taking over the running of the group’s other two divisions, Threshold Housing and Threshold Key Homes (Inside Housing, 30 June). 

Threshold chief executive Paul Rydquist said: ‘There has always been an acknowledgement on both sides that the support parts of Threshold’s and London & Quadrant’s businesses don’t fit as naturally together as the rest of our activities.’ 

Meanwhile, Atlantic Housing has started formal talks with Portsmouth Housing Association over the possibility of forming a group structure. Con Hattridge, head of human resources at Atlantic, said: ‘We are in detailed discussions with Portsmouth Housing Association on a future group for spring next year.’ 

A spokesperson for Hyde Housing Group refused to comment.

