Second tenant 'no' vote blocks home repairs 
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Another council is set to fail the government's flagging manifesto commitment on housing repairs after its tenants voted for a second time against transferring their homes to a housing association. 

Tenants of Waverley council, Surrey, voted to keep the council as their landlord, despite being told that the only way that repairs would be made to their homes was to back their transfer to a new housing association. 

In a sign of the pressure that councils are under from the government to relinquish control of their homes, this is the second vote in just five years on ownership of the council's 5,200 homes. 

In 2000 Waverley tenants rejected transfer with a 56% vote against. This time the vote was even narrower with 53% voting against transfer. 

But the council has said they will respect the tenants' view even if this means that they will fail to improve around 3,000 of their homes, which fail the government's decent homes standard. 

The government has promised that all council housing will be repaired to a decent standard by 2010. But it has insisted that extra cash to achieve this will only be available to councils that switch control of their homes to organisations such as housing associations. 

This policy is causing problems in a growing number of areas where tenants have vetoed transfer despite the promise of improvements to their homes. Ministers have admitted that at least 10% of homes will not be repaired in time for the 2010 deadline. 

The Waverley result comes after critics of the government's housing policy accused ministers of requiring councils to repeatedly ballot tenants until they come up with the right answer. 

Ken Reed, the council's cabinet member for housing, said: "The council would not have chosen to seek to transfer its housing if there had been any other way that it could guarantee meeting the government's decent home standard." 

He added: "We will do our utmost to carry on being a good landlord, but we have always made clear that this decision would leave us with some extremely difficult choices about how to manage and maintain our tenants homes. 

"Democracy means respecting outcomes to votes."

