Alarm over homeless ultimatum 
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Plans to move rough sleepers from Westminster's streets and force them into council-approved accommodation provoked alarm yesterday among homeless charities. 

Westminster council leader Simon Milton said healthcare and other street services will be withdrawn in October 2004 from rough sleepers who do not accept a place in a shelter, hostel or day centre. Those still on the streets will be reported to the police. 

As a first step, rapid action teams will operate 24 hours a day from October to persuade people not to sleep rough. 

Captain Dean Pallant of the Salvation Army said the strategy could make the most vulnerable even more excluded. "There are people who are not ready to cope with building-based services. They can't cope with crowds, noise or even with institutions." 

Lord Victor Adebowale, chief executive of the Turning Point charity, said that arresting people would do more harm than good. 

Westminster has the most rough sleepers in Britain, although numbers have fallen to 109 this year. 


